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Seven studies of the usefulness of 45 phonic 
generalizations were selected for comparison on the basis of 
similarity in research design. Coabining the results into a single 
summary table, 25 of the 45 generalizations were found to be useful. 
The authors suggest that, vhere possible, these generalizations 
should be consolidated to simplify the instructional task- (il) 
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A SU>Dt4RY OF STUDIES ON THE USEFUmESS OF PHOWIG GENERALIZATIONS 

A criticism often axpressed concerning research is that 
related studies are published (or are unpublished) in a variety 
of journals and are never aisimilated into one source with a 
comparison of results* This sunmary of research scudiea on the 
usefulness of phonic generali^atlona is an attempt to assimilate 
the results of seven studies which used teKtbooks In a variety 
of skill and content areas for the data base^ 

Studies included in this smmary are: Bailey (1967) i 
Clymer (1963); Davis (1969); Qnans (1967) | Ferguson (1970j 
Jernlgan (1969); and, King (1970)* Each was selected because 
the research design was virtually Identical to the design of 
Clyraer's study and would provide data which could be used for 
comparative and summary purposes* 

The sample in Bailey's study Included words found In eight 
basal reading series for grades one through six* Clymar's study 
Included all words in four basal reading series for the primary 
grades and the words from the Gates Reading Veeabulary for the 
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Primary Grades ^ Davis' study Included all words found in six 
Spelling series for grades two through six, Emans used a random 
sample of 10 percent of the words abDve the priniaty level in 
The teacher's Word Book of 30,000 Words by Thomdike and Lorge 
(1944)* Ferguson included the words from three mathOTattcs 
series for grades one through six* Two studies included all 
the words found In textbooks for content areas ^ Jerntgan used 
three science series for grades one through aix| andg King 
included the words found in three social studies series for 
grades one through six* 

Procedures 

The seven studies selected for this suMary of research 
studies were all designed to determine the utility of forty** 
five phonic generalisations which had initially been identified 
hy Clymer, ^11 of the fltudiea used Webster -a New Collegiate 
Dictionary for the purpose of datermliilng conforMtioss and 
eKceptlons to each generalisation. The percantage of utility 
was determined by dividing the total nimber of conformations by 
the total number of Incidants^ For ths composite data reported 
in the table, the nimber of Incidents and tha ntmbar of conforma- 
tions for each study wars totallad and the percentage of utility 
was eomputad. 

Only the two criteria which ware' eoEsnon to all of Che 
Studies were used to datemine the utility of each generalization* 
Tha first criterion was that tha r a must be at least twenty Incidents 
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for testing each generalisation* The second criterion was that 
each generalisation had to have a percent of utility of seventy- 
five or higher to be considered useful. 

Cone 1 US ions 

1, GenerallMttons 5, 8, 16, 20, 22, 23, 28, 30, 31, 32, 
41. and 45 were found to be useful according to the established 
criteria in each of tVie seven studies as well as the eooposite of 
these studies* 

2* Generalizations 10, 19, 25, 26, 27, 29, 35 and 36 were 
found useful for the composite of the studies, and would have been 
found useful in each of the studies except for the failure in certain 
studies to meet the criterion of a mlnimuma of twenty incidents* 

3. Generalisations 3, 21, 24, 38 and 40 were found useful 
for the composite of the studies as well as other studies but there 
was not total agreement between each of the st^l€S# 

4. Generallgatlons 1, 2, 6, 7, 9* 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 33, 
34, 37, 39, 42 and 43 failed to meat the criterion of a percent of 
utility of seventy*flve in each of the studlei as well as the cosposite 
which was an expected outcome. 

5. In addition to those generallEatlona found useful In all - 
studies, generallEatlons 3, 10, 19, 24, 25, 26, 27^, 29, 35, 36 and 38 
were useful in both the science and social studies ^teKtbooks aventhough 
they failed to meet both criteria for certain of the skill area materials. 

6. GenerallMtlons 4 and 11 mat the established criteria only 
In the content area of science. * ; : 
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7. GeneraliMtlott 44 was found to be useful 
the studies J failed to meet the criterion of a minimum of twenty 
Inalflenta in one study, and had such a low percent (21) of utility 
but a high nmber of Incidents in sonial studies teKtbooka that 
the composite indicated that It was not useful, 

RecosgQendations 

1. Cartain generalisations should be combined so as to 
be useful and produce clarity. EKMplei Generalisations 1, 
6 ( pa only) , 8 and 10 could be stated | "Wien the vowel combinations 
©a, ee, and ay ^ appear in a word, the long sound of the first vowel 
Is heard J and the second vowel is usually silent." 

2. Slnae the generalizations reported in the first three 
conclusions were found useful In a broad spectrim of the curricula, 



the generalizations should be considered for reading instruction 
for children and in the preparation of prospective teachers of 
readings 

3« Nmaerous gsneralisatlons should not be Inciuded If the 
•percentage of utility of seventy-five Is appropriate (those generalt- : ; 
zatlons Identified In conclusion 4) . 

4* The generalisations Chat da not apply in even 50 percent 
of the words should not be Included In the instructional program. ;^ 

5. As stated by authors of some of the studles^-^ there needs . : 7^^^^^ 
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6. A computer designed to generate a 

set of ganeraliiaCions using the words in the dlcClonary rather 
than by eons true ting a generalisation and then testing the utility 
value. 

Baaed upon the data from thaae seven studies and the compoaitep 
twenty-five generaligationi are useful. The writers suggest thatj 
where possiblej these generalizationi be eonsolidated and condensed 
to simplify the initruetional task. 
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